
Tony Mann, Superintendent   

412 S. Sweigle Avenue  
P.O. Box 188  
Molalla, Oregon 97038  
503-829-2359  

September 24, 2021


Dear MRSD Families and Staff,


I wanted to take this opportunity to talk about possible exposure and case contacts of Covid-19 within 
our school community.  Similar to other public spaces, schools are not immune to the potential exposure 
to Covid-19 during a pandemic. The best defenses we have against the spread of the virus are to stay 
home when we are sick, get vaccinated if eligible, wear properly fitting face coverings and practice social 
distancing. Even with the best mitigation efforts in place, we may still see suspected and confirmed 
cases within our schools.


Our main communication tool within our school community is the Covid-19 Case Count Dashboard, 
which is updated each Friday and posted to our District’s website.  You will find the dashboard here. This 
dashboard will keep you informed of the number of cases of Covid-19 identified each week. Additionally, 
our school nursing staff will directly contact any student/parent or staff member that has been identified 
to be a close  contact of a confirmed case. A close  contact is defined as an individual who  has spent a 
total of more than 15 minutes or within 6 feet or closer proximity to a confirmed case of  COVID-19, (In 
the classroom setting this excludes students within 3-6 feet of one another when students are wearing 
properly fitting masks) The Local Public Health Authority (LPHA) requires close contacts to quarantine 
and identifies a minimum of 14 days as the safest option for close contacts.


It is important to note that contact tracing processes are in place with local public health to identify close 
contacts. Molalla River School District makes every effort to avoid quarantining full cohorts unless 
deemed necessary by public health guidance or consultation.   Please note that just because a close 
contact was identified in your child’s classroom, does not mean that your child will be a close contact.  
Contact may occur on the bus, during athletics, during small groups, at clubs or at lunch, for example.  
In the middle school and high school settings close contact may occur in one or multiple classes or 
activities.  Please also be advised that close contacts are quarantined for  the period of time in which 
they may develop illness after exposure.  Because they are not ill, close contacts of close contacts 
(tertiary contact)  are not required to quarantine. 


We want to thank you for the continued partnership in protecting our school community to the very best 
of our ability.  We know that our children thrive when they are able to be in our classrooms, learning from 
our teachers  and are engaged in meaningful learning with their peers. We are Better Together!


Sincerely,


Tony Mann

https://www.molallariv.k12.or.us/about_m_r_s_d/opening_molalla_river_schools_2021-2022

